10 

I claim: 

l7)Vxqonvertibie inflatable furnishing which comprises an inflatable base 
incluaJna a base upper skin which forms a layer of the upper side of the base, 
a base lov^r skin which fomns a layer of the lower side of the base, and a rim 
side which links the edge of the upper side of the base to the edge of the 
lower side onhe base, an inflatable backrest, a fixing means to fix the 
backrest to thei^se upper skin, and an air passage ksetween the base and 
the backrest ailowmg a flow of air between the inside of the base and the 
inside of the backre^ when toads on the base and backrest change. 

2. The convertible inflaraible furnishing of claim 1 wherein the fixing means is 
sufficiently flexible to alloW the backrest to recline increasingly with deflation of 
the backrest including wherKihe backrest is under an increasing load, and 
allow the backrest to erect increasingly with inflation of the backrest including 
When the load on the backrest ^reducing. 

3. The convertible inflatable fumishh;m of claim 2 wherein the air passage is 
provided by providing a part of the b^ and the backrest with a shared 
bladder. \ 

4. The convertible inflatable furnishing of osmm 2 wherein the backrest is 
positioned at one edge of the base upper skV 

5. The convertible inflatabhs furnishing of claim 2\vherein a connecting means 
is provided to connect a/region of the base upper skin to a region of the base 
lower skin with the coftnecting means being in tension when the base Is 
substantially inflatejJ^nd the connecting means having such a length as to 
constrain horizont^ mobility of the base upper skin within 20 cm of the 
equilibrium positron when a horizontal component offeree of 100N is applied 
to the base upo^r skin. 

>6 The convertible ipflatabie furnishing of claim 5 wherein the connecting 
means has sujiel^t tensile strength to absorb pressure shocks resulting from 
sudden loafteapplied to the furnishing, such as 100 kg falling 1 metre onto the 
fumiship^ 

7.The convertible inffeteble furnishing of claim 5 wherein the connecting 
means includes an elastic material biasing the region of the base upper skin 
towards the region of the rase lower skin, the elastic material in tension 
having a elastic modulus ca^ible of supporting an increased load on the 
backrest wherein the supportingvforce tending to maintain erection of the 
backrest is increased when the ba^^olumetrically expands due to increased 
pressurization of the base resulting from increased compression of the 
backrest. 



8. The convertible inflatable furnishing of claim x^herein a first part of 
retaining means and a second part of retaining mfeans are provided which can 
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be fastened iMether to retain the backrest in a substantially deflated state 
after the air in Itje backrest is squeezed out of the backrest.into the base 
through the air parage. 

9. The convertible infl^ble furnishing of claim 8 wherein the deflated 
backrest can be inserteiKinto the base and retained substantially inside the 
base. 

10. The convertible inflatable ftih«shing of claim 9 wherein the base can be 
fully inserted into the backrest whdriboth are deflated. 



1 1 . The convertible \ri 
fastening means and 
be fastened together to 
for the purposes of packing 




ftimishingSjf claim 10 wherein a first part of 

fastening means are provided and can 
fated base inside the deflated backrest 
fftability. 



12. The convertible inflatable fumishing of claim 1 1 wherein the first part of the 
fastening means Is also the first part of the retaining means and the second 
part of the fastening means is also the second part of the retaining means. 

13. The convertible inflatable fumishinff of claim 9 wherein the volume of air in 
the inflated backrest is sufficient to vdry the inflation of the base from firm 
when the backrest is empty to sof^When the backrest is ftjil, 

and the outer shape of th0 base has a horizontal breiadth of between 
700 mm and 1000 mm enabling the base, when rotated onto the rim side, to 
support the torso of a persoiyiit a height where massage and other body 
manipulation and stretching^are fadlltated, 

and the outer shapje of the base upper skin has a horizontal width 
transverse to the usual cHrection of sitting, greater than 600 mm enabling' the 
base upper skin to pufpdjpward beside the outer sides of a sitter's thighs 
thereby providing ar-^ — 



rests 



14. The convertible inflatable 
to cover at least part of thejjTa 




of claim 2 wherein a cover is provided 



tS^he convertible inflatable fumishing of claim 14 wherein the bladder is fully 
enctes^by the cover, the base lower skin and the base upper skin are parts 
of the cdverand the bladder Is of a size and shape that when inflated fills the 
cover so thafth^^ape of the cover substantially determines the shape of the 
furnishing. ^---^ 

16. The convertible inflatable>bFaishing of claim 15 wherein the bladder is 
substantially tubular with sealed en^fs^d the axis of the tubular bladder is 
curved around the connecting means anJHte bladder is sufficiently long that a 
region of the bladder In the vicinity of one sealedend of the bladder abuts a 
region of the bladder in the vicinity of the other se&led end of the bladder 



17. The convertible inflatable 1trfFU§hi 
protrudes upward into the backrest^ 



of daim 16 wherein a first bladder end 
n the/backrest is erect. 
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'>^The convertible inflatable furnishing of claim 17 wherein the first bladder 
endS^haped similarly to the backrest so that the bladder rapidly erects the 
backr^^twhen the retaining means is released and a load Is applied to the 
base. 

19. The convertible inflatable furnishing of daim 18 wherein a nozzle for 
inflation and deflatibn^f the bladder Is positioned near the first bladder end 
and the nozzle is fixedXthe cover to assist in locating the first bladder end in 
the backrest. X. 

20. The convertible inflatable fumTsl^ing of claim 18 wherein a nozzle for 
inflation and deflation of the bladder fesMsitioned near the first bladder end 
and the nozzle is fixed to the connecting^eans to assist in locating the first 
bladder end in the backrest. , \ 



21. A convertible inflatable fu 
reference to the accompanyi^ 



mjg^ubstantially as herein described with 
rawings. 



